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) follies

A non-profit volunteer group dedicated to providing opportunities for people of all ages in
the Milton-Ulladulla community to perform and develop skills related to music and theatre.




KISS ME KATE AUDITION PACK 2016
Director : Simon Grace

Key Dates
Auditions :

Saturday July 16th, 1pm

Auditions will be held at Ulladulla High School, 55 South Street, Ulladulla, in the Drama Studio.
All performers will be asked to participate in an initial group session and then to audition individually.
There will be a ten minute warm up, followed by a 50 minute improvisation session work shopping the show's themes of status, relationships and the creation and resolution of tension.
Individual auditions will follow. Each performer will be asked to read from the scripts supplied at the end of this pack and to perform a short song. You may sing solo or bring your own backing music.

If you are unable to attend this audition, please contact Simon Grace on 0474 796 278 to make alternate arrangements.

Musicians : 

Simon and the production team are keen to hear from musicians who would like to be a part of this show. Musicians are not required to audition, but are welcome to come to the audition for further information or, instead, to call Simon on 0474 796 278 for more information. show requires a pianist, percussionist, bass/guitar player. Musicians who can read music are preferred.
Call Backs
To be announced.

Results
Cast will be announced prior to first rehearsal on our website miltonfollies.org

Rehearsals
Rehearsals are Tuesday and Thursday nights, starting Tuesday 19th and Thursday 21st of July from 6.30-9.30pm, and continuing through to performance dates. Rehearsals will be held at Ulladualla High School in the Drama Studio.
There will be additional rehearsals on the following dates at Milton Theatre :

28th October  : Bump In

29th October : Technical Run Rehearsal

30th October : Full Day Dress Rehearsal 

1st November : Evening Dress Rehearsal 

3rd November : Evening Dress Rehearsal

Performances

4th November : Opening Night 

5th November : Evening Performance

6th November : Matinee Performance

11th November : Evening Performance

12th November : Evening Performance

13th November: Matinee Performance and Bump Out

Cast members are required to be available for all performances and rehearsals. Some flexibility may be possible in the rehearsal schedule: please discuss further with the production committee if required. 

Audition Requirements

There are a wide range of lead, cameo and ensemble roles in the show. We need singers, dancers and actors! 

All roles will be performed in our own Australian accent, NOT American accents. During the “in show” performance of Taming of the Shrew actors will be required to adopt a Shakespearian accent.

Short Synopsis

Egotistical leading man Fred Graham is reunited with his ex-wife, Lilli Vanessi, when the two are forced to play opposite one another in a new production of Shakespeare's Taming of the Shrew. The battle of the sexes continues onstage and off, as it becomes clear that as much as this couple profess to hate each other, they are also still in love. Throw a number of cases of mistaken identity, some gangsters, and additional romantic entanglements into the mix and you get Kiss Me, Kate -- a dazzling Broadway classic that earned the Tonys' very first award for Best Musical.

The Characters

Fred Graham—30-50, strong baritone, commanding presence. He is actor, director and producer of the play within the play The Shrew and plays Petruchio—he has the lion’s share of Shakespearean dialogue. He is also Lilli’s ex-husband. 

Lilli Vanessi—30-50, strong mezzo soprano. She is an actress of stage and screen, proud, haughty, much like her character Katherine in The Shrew, but also vulnerable. Ex-wife of Fred and engaged to Harrison Howell. 

Lois Lane—20-30, strong mezzo belter. She is an actress, the quintessential airhead ingénue but with lots of charisma and charm. She also plays Bianca in The Shrew. 

Bill Calhoun—20-30, strong tenor or baritenor. He is a ne’er-do-well actor who has a bit of a gambling problem. Is a Broadway hoofer, so he should move well. He also plays Lucentio in The Shrew. 

Harrison Howell—40+, does not sing. Dignified gentleman from Georgia, very political, sometimes played as a general or retired general. He is a little stuffy and kind of a hick. He is engaged to Lilli Vanessi. 

First Man (Gangster)—20-40+ comic baritone or tenor. He is the archetypical gangster. Does some soft shoe in “Brush Up Your Shakespeare” so should move well. Also appears in The Shrew (unexpectedly) 

Second Man (Gangster)—Qualities the same as the First Man, but a bit more reserved and dryer of wit. Harry Trevor—30-50, sings in the ensemble. He is an actor who appears mostly in The Shrew as Katherine and Bianca’s father, Baptista. He has mainly Shakespearean dialogue. 

Hattie—Any age, good voice. She is Lilli’s dresser and sings ”Another Op’nin’, Another Show and sings in “Too Darn Hot”. Opens the show, so should have a good voice and charisma. 

Ralph—Any age, sings in the ensemble in “Too Darn Hot” and “Another Op’nin’, Another Show”, may be featured as soloist as well. Is the stage manager of The Shrew. This role can be played by a woman as well (name will be changed). 

Stage Doorman—Any age, sings in the ensemble in “Too Darn Hot”. 

Paul—Any age, tenor or baritenor. He is Fred’s dresser and is the featured singer/dancer in “Too Darn Hot” so he should sing and move well. 

Gremio and Hortensio—Any age, tenor or baritenor. Actors who appear in The Shrew. They will also sing in the ensemble of both The Shrew and in “Too Darn Hot”. Both are featured in several numbers and should sing well and move well. 

Haberdasher—Any age, can be played by a woman. An actor who sings in the ensemble throughout and plays the Haberdasher in The Shrew. 

Nathaniel, Gregory, and Phillip—Any age. Actors who sing in the ensemble throughout and play Petruchio’s man servants in The Shrew.

Ensemble—Actors, stage crew, wardrobe, etc, who sing in the ensemble throughout, both in modern day and in The Shrew. Many opportunities for small sung and danced solos. Some of the many small roles have names such as Truckman, Banker, Chauffeur, Singing Girls, Messenger and Cab Driver. 

Audition Readings:
The following readings are available online to assist with your audition preparation. While you may not be auditioning for a lead role, you will be asked to read in character from the following pages. 
Reading 1: 1.2.8 – 1.2.11 : Bill + Lois

Reading 2: 1.3.14-1.3.18 : Fred + Lilly

Reading 3: 1.5.45-1.5.48 : Fred (asPetruchio) + Lilli (as Katharine) + Harry (as Baptista)

Reading 4: 2.5.22-2.5.30 : Howell + Lilli + Fred

      AUDITION FORM for 
  Kiss Me Kate 2016
Name:___________________________________________________________________

Age: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Name (if under 18yrs): ______________________________________________

         Parent's Contact Number: _________________________________________________                               

Special Needs: (Allergies, Medical Conditions, Medication etc we should be aware of): 

_________________________________________________________________________

Briefly list your performing experience, eg, dance, voice, instrument, acting.

What role are you auditioning for?_______________________________________________

Are you willing to accept another role if offered: Yes / No
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